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ANNUAL   REPORT 


BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 


FOR   THE   YEAR    1946 


Boston,  May  1,  1947. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  115, 
Chapter  479  of  the  Acts  of  1938,  as  amended,  I  submit 
herewith  a  brief  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Building 
Department  during  the  year  1946. 

John  J.  Mahoney, 

Building  Commissioner. 
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Building  Department. 


Fire  Record,  1946 
Number  of  fires  in  sprinklered  buildings 

Number  controlled  before  sprinklers  operated 
Number  controlled  by  one  sprinkler       .        .        .        . 
Number  controlled  by  two  sprinklers     .        .        .        . 
Number  controlled  by  more  than  two  sprinklers 

Summary  of  Examinations  and  Reports, 
New  buildings 
Alterations 
Existing  buildings 
Boilers,  engines,  etc. 
Plumbing,  new 
Plumbing,  alterations 
Plumbing,  tests 
Gas  fitting,  new 
Gas  fitting,  alterations 
Gas  fitting,  tests    . 
Egress 
Elevators 
Sprinklers 
Standpipes 
Tests  of  both 
Zoning 
Plans 

Special  form  applications 
Fires         .... 
Gas  asphyxiations 
Building  accidents 
Complaints  made  . 
Finals       .... 
Communications  acted  on 
Special  detail  . 
Complaints    referred     to 
prosecution 


Law     Department    for 


208 

64 
82 
39 
26 

1946 

3,065 

15,100 

1,654 

69 

692 

9,940 

878 

1,135 

14,520 

5,808 

34,076 

14,400 

2,867 

80 

1,758 

4,797 

2,325 

6,691 

828 

16 

10 

1,066 

1,503 

1,900 

879 

161 


General  Statistics 

On  January  1,  1946,  there  were  (estimated)  in  the  City  of 
Boston : 
Brick      and      other      fire-resistive 

buildings 45,060 

Erected  during  year  ....  306 


Taken  down  during  year  115 

Totally  destroyed  by  fire  0 


45,366 


115 


Existing  on  January  1,  1947 


45,251 
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Wood  buildings  . 
Erected  during  year  . 

Taken  down  during  year 
Totally  destroyed  by  fire 


217 
0 


Existing  on  January  1,  1947 


92,487 
537 


93,024 
217 


92,807 


Total  number  (estimated)  of  Buildings  in  Boston 

on  January  1,  1947        ......     138,058 


Number    of   Documents   with   Fees    Received    by 

THE     Building     Department— January     1     to 

December  31,   1946 

New  construction  . 

Alterations 

Elevator  annual  tests 

Amendments  . 

Sprinklers 

Night  elevator  tests 

Foundation,  only 

Board  of  Appeal 

Boilers,  etc. 

Plumbing,  old 

Plumbing,  new 

Gas  fitting,  old 

Gas  fitting,  new 

Elevator  operator  licenses,  new 

Elevator  operator  licenses,  renewal 

Master  gas  fitter,  new  . 

Master  gas  fitter,  renewal    . 

Journeyman  gas  fitter,  new 

Journeyman  gas  fitter,  renewal 

Inspection  of  plans 

Certified  copies 

Building  law  books 

Petit  law  books 


563 

$18,716  00 

9672 

29,961  00 

1784 

6,653  00 

340 

1,700  00 

120 

608  00 

44 

460  00 

19 

90  00 

255 

3,285  00 

411 

411  00 

2552 

3,618  50 

202 

1,588  00 

6132 

5,694  25 

36 

57  00 

2163 

2,139  00 

4605 

2,243  00 

46 

92  00 

509 

1,018  00 

49 

24  50 

620 

310  00 

259 

514  00 

30 

42  00 

988 

2,470  00 

226  00 

31,399      $81,920  25 
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Financial  Report,  1946 

A.  Personal  Service: 

1.  Permanent  employees    . 

2.  Temporary  employees    . 
4.     Other  departmental  work 

B,  Service  Other  than  Personal: 

1.  Printing  and  binding 

4.  Transportation  of  persons     . 

12.  Bond  and  insurance  premiums 

14.  Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care 
29.  Stenography  and  copying 

35.     Fees,  service  of  venires,  etc. 
39.     General  plant  .... 
42.     Miscellaneous  .... 

C     Equipment: 

9.     Office        .        .        .        .        . 

15.  Tires,  tubes  and  accessories  . 
17.     Miscellaneous  .... 


Expenditures 


D.     Supplies: 

1.  Office 

1 1 .  Motor  vehicle 

13.  Chemicals  and  disinfectants 

16.  Miscellaneous  . 


E.  Materials: 

10.     Electrical 

F.  Special  Items: 

7.     Pensions  and  annuities  . 


$214,476  31 

48,388 

13 

200 

00 

688  63 

5,354 

45 

12 

50 

226 

20 

150 

00 

14  50 

82 

45 

150 

00 

15 

75 

52 

69 

14 

76 

4,663 

78 

141 

01 

2  30 

9 

07 

11  57 


4,665  00 


Grand  total $279,319  13 

Appropriation $279,987  57 

Income $81,920  25 

Special  appropriation $111,364  04 

Buildings  taken  down    ....  82 

Buildings  shored 16 

Expenditure $46,451  8.3 
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Board  of  Appeal 

The  Board  of  Appeal,  established  in  accordance  with 
section  117  of  chapter  479,  Acts  of  1938,  as  amended, 
in  its  functioning,  may  vary  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
referred  to  in  specific  cases  which  appear  to  them  not 
to  have  been  contemplated  by  this  Act  although  covered 
by  it,  or  in  cases  where  manifest  injustice  is  done,  pro- 
vided that  the  decision  of  the  Board  in  such  a  case  shall 
be  unanimous  and  shall  not  conflict  with  the  spirit  of 
any  provision  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  summary  of  the  work  of 
this  department  for  the  year  1946: 

In  re  Building  Law  —  chapter  479,  Acts  of  1938,  as 
amended : 

Appeals  received 128 

Appeals  withdrawn 0 

Appeals  pending .1 

Appeals  sustained 37 

Appeals  sustained  with  proviso 87 

Appeals  dismissed 9 

In  re  Zoning  Law  —  chapter  488,  Acts  of  1924,  as 
amended : 

Appeals  received 157 

Appeals  withdrawn 13 

Appeals  pending 2 

Appeals  sustained 56 

Appeals  sustained  mth  proviso 58 

Appeals  dismissed 28 

Board  of  Examiners 

The  Board  of  Examiners,  established  in  1913,  acts 
upon  applications  of  persons  desiring  to  be  registered 
as  licensed  superintendents  on  building  operations  in 
the  City  of  Boston. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  applications  acted  upon: 

Approved    Rejected     Income 

New  licenses  and  reissues         .        .         704        357         $3,520 
Renewals 1,724  0  3,448 


$6,968 


CITY   OF   BOSTON    g^^^wd    PRINTING   DEPARTMENT 


